HEGEMONY OF SULTAN ESTABLISHED

Fifty years later, about 1880, the scene was braved by
Fadhul bin Aliyowi, a Hadhramauti, who came claiming
authority from the Ottoman Government, but he could
not maintain himself and was expelled.

Then it was that the people of Dhufar turned to the
Ruling House of Muscat to take over their country.
Though that was scarcely more than fifty years ago, Al
Sa'idi influence grew to its present considerable propor-
tions, and if there is no part of the Sultanate to-day where
authority is wielded with more difficulty, nowhere is
authority wielded more salutarily. Yet the foundations were
laid in blood. That story is worth the telling, not so much
as a sketch of recent history, as for the light it sheds on
the psychology of tribal governors and governed in
remoter Arabia.

Saiyid Turki bin Sa'id, the grandfather of the present
Sultan, was the Ruler of Muscat to whom the Dhufaris
had turned for protection. Now Turki had a slave, one
Sulaiman bin Suwailim, a man in whom he reposed com-
plete trust; he had manumitted and exalted him to be
Counsellor, and Commander-in-Chief of his forces - not
an impossible destiny for a slave in Arabia. Sulaiman
enjoyed an immense prestige among the tribes of Oman
for his personal qualities. He was fearless, unscrupulous
and strong. If the lawless reputation of the Dhufaris was
deserved, no lesser man could be expected to establish
Muscat influence, with the little backing Muscat could
give. Sulaiman, therefore, it was that the Sultan sent to
Dhufar as his first Wall (Viceroy).

Did not the Ruler habitually address his slave as abana
(our father) ? said my informant, an old pensioned soldier
who had come to Dhufar in those far-off days with the